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Officer Robert D. Targosz became the first officer of the Gilbert 1 
Police Department to be killed in its eighty-six-year history after being hit 2 
by a suspected drunk driver. 3 

A twelve-year veteran of the Gilbert Police Department, Officer Rob 4 
Targosz earned the reputation as a capable and caring peace officer who was 5 
determined to better both himself and the department.  He worked tirelessly 6 
to implement new safety standards and equipment in the department, and he 7 
proved his dedication to his chosen profession by completing numerous 8 
specialty trainings and serving as an instructor in various capacities, 9 
including as an instructor on the SWAT team.  Officer Targosz was committed 10 
to fighting drunk driving, and it is sadly ironic that he was killed while 11 
driving to work at a DUI check point. 12 

Throughout his short but exemplary career in the law enforcement 13 
profession, Officer Targosz distinguished himself as a hardworking, 14 
enthusiastic and conscientious employee.  As he faced the risks inherent in 15 
his line of work, he remained committed to preserving and protecting the 16 
public peace and safety of all citizens.  It is fitting that the citizens of 17 
the Phoenix community and of this state recognize the tremendous service and 18 
sacrifice of an individual such as Officer Targosz who gave his life in the 19 
line of duty. 20 

Officer Targosz is survived by his wife, Brigitte, his parents, Sue and 21 
Eugene, his sisters, Shawn and Shana, his brother and sister-in-law, Andrew 22 
and Anita, his in-laws, Jim, Diane, Todd, Judy, Jamie and Tricia, his 23 
grandparents, and his many nieces and nephews.  He leaves behind a void that 24 
will remain forever unfilled for the many family members, friends and 25 
colleagues who cared so deeply for him. 26 
Therefore 27 
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Arizona: 28 

That the Members of the House of Representatives express their deepest 29 
sorrow at the untimely death of Officer Robert D. Targosz and extend their 30 
condolences to his surviving family members. 31 
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